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THANKS TO OUR STEERING COMMITTEE
Cordelia D. Zinskie, Ed.D. 
Co-Chair 
Georgia Southern University




Senior Editor, Georgia Educational Researcher 
Kennesaw State University
JOIN OUR JOURNAL REVIEWERS
Publish with the journal that is for Georgia Educational Researchers
The Georgia Educational Researcher is an open-access, double-blind, peer-reviewed journal 
published bi-annually in the summer and winter by the Georgia Educational Research 
Association. As the official journal of the Georgia Educational Research Association, the aims 
of Georgia Educational Researcher are to promote educational research in Georgia and to 
foster the exchange of information and experiences relating to measurement, evaluation, 
and research. The scope of the journal is primarily focused on Georgia educational 
matters. Related topics pertaining to the Southeastern region of the United States are also 
considered.
In addition to traditional research articles using a variety of methodologies and 
representative forms, Georgia Educational Researcher will consider publication of research 
reports, review essays, interviews, commentaries, think pieces, book reviews, articles on 
teaching educational research, reflections on doing educational research, practitioner 
reflections, and action research. At times, theme-focused issues will be published. Georgia 
Educational Researcher welcomes proposals for theme-focused editions and volunteers to 
edit such editions.
Reviewers wanted! If you would like to review for the Georgia Educational Researcher, please 




“Face, Identity, Nationalism and Internationalism” 
Ru Li, Georgia Southern University 
“Literacy Leadership: How One Principal Promoted Literacy Scholarship in an Urban School”  
Lisa Thompson, Ed.D., Georgia State University 
AWARD WINNERS
Ru Li is a doctoral candidate in curriculum studies and an international student who works as a 
doctoral fellow in the department of Curriculum Studies, Foundation and Readings at Georgia 
Southern University. She is currently working on her dissertation, writing with a focus on the 
educational experience of international students in the southern United States. Ru holds a Bachelor’s 
degree in English Education and a Master’s in Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, majoring in 
Translation Theory and Practice. Since 2019, Ru has worked with Dr. Ming Fang He on the Journal of 
Educational Studies as an editorial assistant.
Lisa D. Thompson has been an educator for over twenty-two years, spending fifteen years in the 
classroom, four years as an Instructional Coach, and five years as an Assistant Principal of Instruction. 
She graduated from Georgia State University in May 2021, earning an Ed.D. in Educational 
Leadership.
KEYNOTE
Dr. Bettina L. Love is an award-winning author and the Athletic Association 
Endowed Professor at the University of Georgia. She is one of the field’s 
most esteemed educational researchers. Her writing, research, teaching, 
and activism meet at the intersection of race, education, abolition, and 
Black joy. Dr. Love is concerned with how educators working with parents 
and communities can build communal, civically engaged schools rooted 
in Abolitionist Teaching with the goal of intersectional social justice for 
equitable classrooms that love and affirm Black and Brown children. In 
2020, Dr. Love co founded the Abolitionist Teaching Network (ATN). ATN’s 
mission is simple: develop and support teachers and parents to fight 
injustice within their schools and communities. In 2020, Dr. Love was also 
named a member of the Old 4th Ward Economic Security Task Force with 
the Atlanta City Council. 
She is the author of the books We Want to Do More Than Survive: Abolitionist Teaching and the 
Pursuit of Educational Freedom and Hip Hop’s Li’l Sistas Speak: Negotiating Hip Hop Identities and 
Politics in the New South. Her work has appeared in numerous books and journals, including the 
English Journal, Urban Education, The Urban Review, and the Journal of LGBT Youth.
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 8
7:30 - 8:15 a.m. Check-In and Technical Assistance
8:20 - 9:30 a.m. Session 1 Presentations
9:30 - 9:45 a.m. Session Change | Break
9:45 - 10:55 a.m. Session 2 Presentations
10:55 - 11:00 a.m. Session Change | Break
11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Keynote Presentation
Introduction by Meca Williams- Johnson
“Living A Hip Hop & Abolitionist Life: Resistance, 
Creativity, Hip Hop Civics Ed, Intersectionality, & 
Black Joy”, Dr. Bettina L. Love
12:00 - 12:45 p.m. Lunch Break
12:45 - 1:55 p.m. Session 3 Presentations
1:55 - 2:10 p.m. Session Change | Break
2:10 - 3:20 p.m. Session 4 Presentations
3:20 - 3:30 p.m. Session Change | Break











Follow us on Facebook 
@GeorgiaEducationalResearchAssociation 








8:20 - 9:30 a.m. SESSION 1 PRESENTATIONS
College Students I Curating Care: Critical Media Literacy in Educator Preparation Programs 
Ashley Stroud, University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
Jared Huisingh, University of Tennessee, Integrating Comic Narrative Illustration 
Into Pre-Service Teacher Education Coursework 
Aaron Gierhart, Columbus State University
Assistive Technology A Review of Language Modeling Using Eye-Tracking Augmentative and 
Alternative Communication Devices: Past, Present and Future 
Xing Wei, University of Georgia
A Comparison of Immersive VR and Non-Immersive VR on Social Skill 
Acquisition for Students in Middle School with ASD 
Adam Carreon, Georgia Southern University 
Maggie Mosher, University of Kansas
The Relationship Between Learner Preference and Social Skill Acquisition: 
Interventions Delivered Through Virtual Technology 
Adam Carreon, Georgia Southern University 
Maggie Mosher, University of Kansas
Recruiting & Retaining 
Diverse Teacher 
Candidates
Diversifying the Teacher Pipeline with Intentional Motivational Behaviors in a 
Teacher Preparation Program to Support Males of Color 
Felicia Mayfield, Clark Atlanta University
An Analysis of Factors Affecting Educative Teacher Performance Assessment 
Pass Rates of African American Elementary Education Teacher Candidates in 
the State Of Georgia 
JaKayla Woolridge-Simuel, Clark Atlanta University
We Got Jokes!: Creating Black Joy is What We Do 
Jillian Ford, Kennesaw State University 
Lateefah Id-Deen, Kennesaw State University 
Chandra Floyd, Kennesaw State University
Higher Education Examination of Admission Criteria in Higher Education Graduate Preparatory 
Programs 
Steve Tolman, Georgia Southern University 
Kimberly O’Halloran, Widener University-Main Campus
Protecting Our Moms: An Investigation of the Interaction Between Workplace 
Incivility and Job Satisfaction for Mothers Working in Student Affairs 
Stefanie Swanger, Mercer University
An Exploration of Virtual Mentoring in Adult Education 







STEM Education Elementary School Teachers’ Challenges and Barriers to Organizational 
Change and STEM Implementation: Factors Impacting Teacher Leadership 
Shelante Patton, Kennesaw State University
Responding to the Call: Establishing Intentional and Mutually Beneficial STEM 
Partnerships 
Valeisha Ellis, Spelman College
Responding to the Challenge: Fostering Social and Emotional Learning and 
K-12 STEM Identity Development 
Valeisha Ellis, Spelman College
Educator Professional 
Development I
Powerful and Meaningful Teaching and Learning: A Case Study of Elementary 
Teachers’ Perspectives of Content-Specific Professional Development for Social 
Studies Instruction 
Katherine Perrotta, Mercer University
Play, the Arts, and Creativity in Kindergarten and Pre-Kindergarten: 
Professional Learning for In-Service Teachers 
Robert Capuozzo, University of Georgia
An Exploration of the Mentoring Experiences of Elementary Assistant 
Principals Provided by Elementary Principals Within One Large Urban School 
District 
Adib Shakir, Kennesaw State University
Culturally Responsive 
Pedagogy & Practices
Curriculum and Pedagogy for Culturally Relevant and Sustaining Urban 
Education: Key Takeaways From an Online Professional Development Program 
for Georgia Teachers of Urban Learners 
Sabrina Ross, Georgia Southern University 
Calvin Walton, Georgia Southern University 
Alma Stevenson, Georgia Southern University 
Ming Fang He, Georgia Southern University
Transforming Pedagogy: Culturally Responsive Care in Action  
Andrea Smith, University of West Georgia  
Amber Black, University of West Georgia  
Lidra West-Thomas, University of West Georgia 
Don’t Speak About It, Be About It: Intentionally Engaging in Diversity 
Practices 
Chatee Richardson, Spelman College
Student Behavior & 
Discipline
Using the Self-Regulated Strategy Development Instructional Approach to 
Address Reading Comprehension in Alternative Education Settings 
Lauren Hart Rollins, University of West Georgia 
Sara Sanders, University of Alabama







9:45 - 10:55 a.m. SESSION 2 PRESENTATIONS
Literacy Education I Black Youth Schooling Experiences in Focus: A Photovoice Project 
Glenda Chisholm, Georgia State University
Accepting Responsibility for a Teen Reading Crisis: What Role Does 
Text-Relatability Play in Secondary Students’ Reading Enthusiasm and 
Comprehension? 
Madhavi Clark, Clayton State University 
Winifred Nweke, Clayton State University
Analyzing the Barriers to Antiracist Pedagogies in English Language Arts 
Classrooms 
Jennifer Ervin, University of Georgia
Special Education K-5 Teachers’ Understanding and Implementation of Differentiated Instruction 
Aslihan Unal, Georgia Southern University 
Zafer Unal, University of South Florida St. Petersburg
I Can and I Will: Fostering Growth Mindset in Reading Among Special 
Education Students 
Megan Wiegmann, Mercer University 
Jay Feng, Mercer University
Teachers’ Perspectives on Effectiveness of Georgia Gifted Legislation: A Mixed 
Methods Study 




Preservice Teacher Perceptions of Field Experiences in Virtual and Live 
Classrooms 
Marlynn Griffin, Georgia Southern University 
Abraham Flanigan, Georgia Southern University
Professional Learning for Interested Faculty When Initially Using Mixed Reality 
Simulations 
Michelle Vaughn, Mercer University 
Sara Luke, Mercer University 
Deana Ford, Mercer University
The “Third Space” of Video-Based Feedback in English Teacher Education 
Sarah Stice, University of Georgia 
Madison Gannon, University of Georgia
Mathematics 
Education
Making Connections to Address Mathematics Anxiety: A Case Study of the 
Instructional Triangle and Remedial College Instructors 
Njeri Pringle, Valdosta State University 
Meagan Arrastia-Chisholm, Valdosta State University 
Jamie Workman, Valdosta State University
Preservice Secondary Mathematics Teachers’ Conceptions of Counterexample 
Tuyin An, Georgia Southern University
Analysis of Preservice Middle-Grades Mathematics Teachers’ Proof Writing 
Tuyin An, Georgia Southern University 







College Students & 
Well-Being
Minority Peer Mentoring in Health and Community Wellness 
Sasha McBurse, University of West Georgia
A Qualitative Investigation of a Brief Belonging Intervention in the First Year 
of College 
Terrell Strayhorn, Virginia Union University
Bringing Trauma-Informed Pedagogy to Campus: Exploring Strategies for 
Working with College Students 
Regina Rahimi, Georgia Southern University 
Delores Liston, Georgia Southern University
Doctoral Education Two Dissertations, a Pandemic and the Magic Lab: A Story of Serendipity 
Iván Jorrín Abellán, Kennesaw State University 
James Wright, Kennesaw State University 
Tiffany Post, Kennesaw State University 
Michael Bennett, Cobb County Public Schools
Examining Educational Leadership Doctoral Students’ Self-Efficacy as Related 
to Their Role as a Scholarly Practitioner Researcher  
Steven Tolman, Georgia Southern University 
Juliann McBrayer, Georgia Southern University 
Katherine Fallon, Georgia Southern University 
Daniel Calhoun, Georgia Southern University
Who and What Is Missing: A Critical Curriculum Audit of a Teacher Leadership 
Doctoral Program 
Miyoshi  Juergensen, Kennesaw State University 
Tamela Thomas, Kennesaw State University
Equity Issues in K-12 
Education
Educational Aspirations and Well-Being Among African American Students in 
Rural South Georgia 
Meca Williams-Johnson, Georgia Southern University
Equity in Rural Schools: A Case Study 
Georgia Evans, University of West Georgia 
Jean Ruffin, University of West Georgia
College Decision Making at a Historically Black University 
Cheryl Schwartzkopf, Fort Valley State University 
Jerry Mobley, Fort Valley State University
Innovative Teaching 
Strategies in High 
School
The Perceived Barriers to Teaching Digital Art in High School Art Classes 
Chris Akins, Kennesaw State University












11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. KEYNOTE PRESENTATION
Introduction of Dr. Love by Dr. Meca Williams-Johnson
Living A Hip Hop & Abolitionist Life: Resistance, Creativity, Hip Hop Civics Ed, 
Intersectionality, & Black Joy
Dr. Bettina L. Love
In this keynote presentation, Dr. Love will discuss how Hip Hop Civics Ed, when 
linked to the framework of intersectionality and Abolitionist Teaching, creates a 
space where Black lives matter and analytic sensibilities are nurtured to engage 
youth in the work of fighting for visibility, inclusion, and justice. Her talk will end 
by calling for us all not only to teach students about racial violence, oppression, 
and how to make sustainable change in their communities through innovative 
and radical civic curriculum, but also to expose youth to the possibilities that 
come with envisioning a world built on Black joy, creativity, imagination, boldness, 
ingenuity, and the rebellious spirit and methods of abolitionists. 
12:00 - 12:45 p.m. Lunch
12:45 - 1:55 p.m. SESSION 3 PRESENTATIONS
Literacy Education II Student Experiences, Attitudes, and Perceptions Toward Online Collaborative 
Tools: A Case Study 
Jeremy Easley, Kennesaw State University 
Laurie Brantley-Dias, Kennesaw State University
Literacy Leadership: How One Principal Promoted Literacy Scholarship in 
an Urban School 
Lisa Thompson, Georgia State University 
Kristina Brezicha, Georgia State University
Historically and Culturally Responsive Literacy Learning with Community-Based 
Educators 
Leah Panther, Mercer University 
Felicia Baiden, Mercer University
New Strategies in 
Teacher Preparation
Redesigning Educator Preparation Programs to Integrate Trauma-Informed 
Teaching Practices: Step 1 
Kimberly Gray, Kennesaw State University 
Karen DiBella, Cherokee Family Violence Center
Jumping Right In: Examining A Teacher Residency Model 
Regina Rahimi, Georgia Southern University 
Nedra Cossa, Georgia Southern University
Opportunities and Limitations: Preservice Teachers’ Experiences with 
Traditional and Non-Traditional Field Experiences 
Charlotte Mundy-Henderson, Columbus State University
COVID-19 & Higher 
Education
Teacher Candidate Support in the Era of the Delta Variant of COVID-19 
Roddran Grimes, Georgia College & State University 
Robert Sumowski, Georgia College & State University
An Analysis of the Relationship Between Student Motivation in Online Courses 
and Instructor Use of Effective Instructional Strategies During the COVID-19 
Pandemic 
Daniel Teodorescu, Clark Atlanta University 
Kamer Aivaz, Ovidius University of Costanta 
Ana Amalfi, Transylvania University of Braşov
Keep Your Distance: A Process for Socially Distant Peer-Review Sessions 






Teaching Mathematics Research-Based Practices for Improving the Word Problem Solving 
Performance of Elementary Students With and At-Risk for Mathematics 
Difficulties 
Jonte Myers, Georgia State University
Shades of Gray: The Nuances of Telling Among Elementary Preservice Teachers 
in the Mathematics Classroom 
Montana Smithey, Georgia Southern University
Students’ Perspectives on Their Vulnerabilities and Assets in Learning  Within 
an Inclusive Secondary Mathematics Setting 
Cleopatra Sorina Iliescu, Kennesaw State University
Research Methods Engaging in Narrative Inquiry through Podcasting: Exploring Narratives of 
Pedagogy 
Aaron Gierhart, Columbus State University
How Visual Methodologies Create Equitable Spaces for Culturally Responsible 
Research 
Harriet Bessette, Kennesaw State University 
Camille Sutton Brown, Kennesaw State University
Understanding the Auto, Ethno and Graphy in Autoethnography 
Eric Hogan, Georgia Southern University
Curriculum Studies Visualizing the Systemic Structures Within the American Schoolhouse 
Janel Smith, Georgia Southern University 
Taylor Norman, Georgia Southern University
For Us, This Is Not New: Deliberate Black Educational Strategies for 
Democratic Schooling in a Rhetorical Democracy 
Miyoshi  Juergensen, Kennesaw State University 
Sheryl Croft, Kennesaw State University 
Tiffany Pogue, Albany State University
And We Still Keep Teaching to the Test... Even Now! 
Michael Crosby, Georgia Southwestern State University
Social Justice & Anti-
Racism
Encountering, Witnessing, Listening: Applications of Black Feminist Theory for 
a White Teacher Educator 
Kelsey Benson, University of Georgia
Anti-Racism in White Educators’ Classrooms: A Complicated Journey Toward 
Conscientization Maturation 
Elizabeth Barrow, Georgia Southern University 
Taylor Norman, Georgia Southern University
Educator Professional 
Development II
Nurturing Teacher Efficacy Through Peer-Led Professional Development 
William Phillips, Mercer University 
Jay Feng, Mercer University
Teacher Leadership: What Do Principals Know? 
Anna Hart, Columbus State University
Course-Level Evidence of Changes in Teachers’ Knowledge and Practices 
Aslihan Unal, Georgia Southern University 
Selcuk Dogan, Georgia Southern University







2:10 -3:20 p.m. SESSION 4 PRESENTATIONS
Literacy Education III Factors and Latent Profiles of Teacher Reading Motivation in U.S. Schools 
Robert Griffin, University of West Georgia 
Diana Mindrila, University of West Georgia
Using Unfolding Models to Identify Feedback Strategies for Student Writing 
Ye Yuan, University of Georgia 
George  Engelhard, University of Georgia 
Kevin Raczynski, University of Georgia 
Jue Wang, University of Miami
Removing Inequities for Children When Differentiating Instruction and 
Assessment 
John Hobe, Georgia Southern University
Linguistic & Ethnic 
Diversity
It’s a Civil Rights Issue! Supporting K-12 Multilingual Learners in School 
Ayanna Cooper, ACooper Consulting 
Disrupting and (Re)Envisioning Multilingualism From a Decolonial Lens: 
Learning With Transnational Asian Teacher Educators 
Anuja Sarda, University of Georgia
Face, Identity, Nationalism and Internationalism 
Ru Li, Georgia Southern University
Collaborative Research 
& Teaching in Higher 
Education
Collaborative Research in Higher Education 
Michelle Vaughn, Mercer University 
Sara Luke, Mercer University 
Deana Ford, Mercer University
An Interdisciplinary Approach to Creating Collaborative Research Partnerships 
Jennifer Lovelace, Columbus State University
Crossing Disciplines While Crossing into the Community: Exploring First-Year 
Writing Service-Learning Through Health Science Collaboration 
Stephanie Conner, College of Coastal Georgia
Students with 
Disabilities in K-12 & 
Higher Education
School Administrators’ Knowledge of the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Improvement Act (2004) 
Yontrea  Engram, University of West Georgia
College Students with Intellectual Disability Using a Self-Monitoring App and 
Peer Support to Improve On-Task Behaviors 
Stephanie Devine, Georgia Southern University 
Katheryn Haughney, Georgia Southern University 
Cynthia  Massey, Georgia Southern University
Facilitating Inclusive Institutions of Higher Education: An Assistive Technology 
Approach for CLD Students With Disabilities 








Social Justice Social Justice Teaching and Research: Clearing a Pathway Toward Social 
Transformation 
Charity Gordon, Georgia State University 
Janice Fournillier, Georgia State University
Induction-Phase STEM Teachers’ Understanding of Teaching for Social Justice 
Belinda Edwards, Kennesaw State University 
Michael Dias, Kennesaw State University 
Amanda Barrett, Marietta City School District 
Mars Berwanger, Cobb County School District 
Laurie Brantley-Dias, Kennesaw State University 
Tiffany Roman, Kennesaw State University
An Examination of Middle-Level Teacher Education: Theoretical Influences and 
Implications for the Field 
Megan Perkins, University of Georgia
College Students II Business Student Perceptions of Academic Cheating: Ethical Theory-Related 
Rationalizations 
Amine Khayati, Kennesaw State University
Using an Outsourced Online Tutoring Service to Promote Success in Online 
Composition Courses 
Brett Miles, Georgia Southern University 
Carl Sorgen, Georgia Southern University
Music in the Classroom: Using Collaborative Playlists to Foster Student 
Engagement 
Emily Cort, University of Georgia
Educators & Race This I Believe: Race, Educator Identity and One Middle School Teacher Life 
Kristie Smith, Columbus State University
Accepting Responsibility: Black Teacher-Coaches in the Third Pedagogical 
Space 
Alex Chisholm, University of Georgia
The Development of the Professional Athletic Academician 
Noran Moffett, Fayetteville State University 
Adam Henry, Fayetteville State University 
Serena King-Coleman, Fayetteville State University
COVID-19 & K-12 
Education
Will Lectures Survive the Pandemic? Views and Implementation of Traditional 
Lecture in Middle and Secondary Social Studies Amid the COVID-19 Pandemic 
Erica Warren, Mercer University 
Michael Champion, Mercer University 
Katherine Perrotta, Mercer University






3:30 - 5:00 p.m. AFTERNOON SYMPOSIUMS
Undergraduate Honors Research 
Moderator: Meca Williams-Johnson, Georgia Southern University
Preparing for Multiculturalism: An Analysis of the Perceived Preparedness 
of Pre-Service and Newly Qualified Teachers for Teaching in Diverse 
Classrooms 
NelSilva Wolf, Georgia Southern University
Teacher Strategies to Maintain Rapport in Elementary Classrooms 
Emily Ray, Georgia Southern University
How the Inclusion of Queer History in School Curriculum Can Influence 
Student’s Wellbeing 
Maia Stephens, Georgia Southern University
Boys of Color and Literacy in the Elementary Classroom 
Alexandria Sledge-Tollerson, Georgia Southern University
Mental Health in Young Adolescents 
Tamaya Varnedoe, Georgia Southern University
Pushing Methodological Boundaries & Liberating Academic Writing Chair and 
Discussant: Ming Fang He, Georgia Southern University
Additional Discussants: 
William Schubert, University of Illinois at Chicago 
Peggy Shannon-Baker, Georgia Southern University
Pushing Methodological Boundaries: Performing Dissertation Research 
and Liberating Academic Writing 
Ming Fang He, Georgia Southern University 
Peggy Shannon-Baker, Georgia Southern University
Teaching with Passion and Compassion in An Era of Fear, Injustice, and 
Political Uncertainty: A Narrative Inquiry into Elementary Teachers’ 
Experience in Georgia 
Erin Scroggs, Georgia Southern University
Black Skin, Darkened Curriculum: The Black Children’s Experience of 
Mainstream Schooling in Racialized Systems in the U. S. South 
Chanda Hadiman, Georgia Southern University
“Their Highest Potential:” Oral Histories of Willow Hill Elementary- A 
Historically Black School in Georgia 
Laquanda Love, Georgia Southern University
Black Mothers, Black Sons: A Memoir 
Alethea Coleman, Georgia Southern University
Hyphenated Identity and Negotiated Intersectionality: A Memoir of A 
First-Generation Nigerian-American Male Teacher in An Inner City Title I 
Elementary School in Georgia 
Gerald Nwachukwu, Georgia Southern University
Dissertation-Works-in-Progress 
Amanda Gonzales, Georgia Southern University 
Carmen Baker, Georgia Southern University 
Andrea Cramsey, Georgia Southern University 
Khristian Cooper, Georgia Southern University 
Lucia Benzor, Georgia Southern University 
Marianna Louise Anderson, Georgia Southern University 
Cynthia Smith, Georgia Southern University
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See you in
2022!
